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This is one of many sections that contain information, photos, newspaper articles, internet items, etc. 
of the St. Matthews area.  Many of the items came from Al Ring’s personal collections but many peo-
ple have helped and I have tried to give credit where I can.  
 

The purpose of this “collection” was to create the history of St. Matthews, Kentucky.  Being retired I 
now have time to do many of the things I have always wanted, this project is just one of them.  
  
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the reader should 
remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles and photos.   Credit to the source of 
the photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that many items are not identified 
and regret that we weren’t able to provide this information.  As far as the newspaper articles that are 
not identified, 99% of them would have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-
Journal, The Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.  Books that we have used for some 
information include, Randy, Cactus, Uncle, Ed and the Golden age of Louisville Television, Wag-
gener High School Alumni Directory 1996, Waggener Traditional High School Alumni Directory 
2007, Memories of Fontaine Ferry Park, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. 
Thomas, St. Matthews, 25 Years a City Two Centuries a Community, St. Matthews 1960-1995, Wag-
gener Lair’s 1958 to 1962, The Holy Warrior, Muhammad Ali, Louisville’s Own (An Illustrated En-
cyclopedia Of Louisville Area Recorded Pop Music From 1953 to 1983).  
 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the information for any 
purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission from the source.   
  



 

 
 

Explanation of the following pages, (Please Read) 
 
This section consists of may places and things that those that spent 
time in the St. Matthews area during the 1950s and 1960s will rec-
ognize and may have spent considerable time at them.  I have tried 
to include a photograph of the place as well as a brief history of it. 

 



 

 

Section F—L: 
 

Fairgrounds Motor Speedway 
Fort Knox 
Fountain Park 
Fontaine Ferry Park 
Frisch’s Big Boy 
Fun Fair 
General Electric Appliance Park 
Gerstle’s Place 
Haller’s Pet Shop 
Harrods Creek 
Howard Johnson's 
Hytken’s 
Interurban & Trains  
Jewish Community Center 
Keeneland  
Kentucky Military Institute 
Kentucky Model Shop 
Kentucky State Fairgrounds 
KingFish Restaurant  
King-Putt Miniature Golf 
Kt’s Restaurant—Old Kentucky Tavern  
Lake Louisvilla 
Landohr Bowling Alley 
Levy Brothers 
Locust Grove 
Louisville Boat Club 
Louisville Country Club 
Louisville Water Tower 
Lyndon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section A—E: 
 

American Legion Zachary Taylor Post 180 
Anchorage 
Ashbury-Berman 
Bacons Department Store 
Bauer’s-La Paloma-Azalea 
Beech Bend Raceway Park 
Belle of Louisville 
Bernheim Forest—Arboretum  
Big Springs Country Club 
Bowman Field 
Byck’s 
Camp Piomingo (YMCA) 
Captains Quarters 
Carl Casper Custom Car Shows 
Cedar Creek Drag Strip/Bullitt Dragway 
Central State Hospital 
Cherokee Park 
Churchill Downs 
Claudia Sanders Dinner House 
Colonial Design 
Cox’s Lake 
Crescent Hill 
Crescent Hill Pool & Park 
Crescent Reservoir 
Dutch’s Tavern 
East Drive-In 

Section M—R: 
 

Mall St. Matthews   (The Mall) 
Mammoth Cave 
Mario’s Pizza 
Masonic Widows and Orphans Home 
Middletown 
My Old Kentucky Home 
Nally Barber Shop 
Nanz & Kraft Florists 
Old Stone Inn 
One Hundredth Division 
Otter Creek Park 
Parkway Field 
Pearson Funeral Home 
Plantation Swim Club 
Plehn’s Bakery 
Pookman Drugs 
Prospect 
Ranch House 
Ratterman Funeral Home 
River Road Country Club 

Section S—Z: 
 

St. Matthews Armory 
St. Matthews Eagles 
St. Matthews Feed & Seed 
St. Matthews Fire Department 
(Everything you ever wanted to know 
about the department can be found at  
http://ringbrothershistory.com/alsprojects/
stmfd.htm 
Cut and paste, let the site fully open and 
old fire siren will sound. 
St. Matthews Hardware 
St. Matthews Potato Festival 
St. Matthews Woman’s Club 
Sears 
Seneca Park 
Shelbyville Road Plaza 
Showers 
Sportsdrome 
Standiford Field—Louisville International 
Ten Pen Lanes 
The Hat Box 
The Turntable 
Thornbury’s Toys 
Vogue Theater  
Watterson Expressway  
White Castle 
World War Two Monument 
Zachary Taylor National Cemetery 
 



Courtesy http://kynghistory.ky.gov/places/loufairgroundsarmory.htm: 
 
A Brief History of Kentucky National Guard in Louisville Edited for the St. Matthews Armory: 

 
The 149th Armored Brigade, currently at the Louisville armory, was federally recognized as Headquarters Company, 1st 
Battalion of the 149th Infantry, in Anchorage, Kentucky, in March of 1925. There is no known armory, or other building 
that served as an armory, located in Anchorage. The 149th was part of the 38th Division. On April 9, 1931, the unit's loca-
tion changed to St. Matthews. In 1942, the St. Matthews armory was completed, but not before the Headquarters Company 
was activated for World War II. The unit was inducted into Federal service on January 17, 1941, at St, Matthews, and was 
inactivated November 9, 1945, at Camp Anza, California. Upon return, the unit was reorganized at St. Matthews in 1946 
and became the Headquarters Company and Service Company of the 240th Tank Battalion. 
 

In addition to the 1905 Armory, another armory was built in St. Matthews in 1942. The armory was one of eight Works 
Progress Administration (WPA) armories constructed between 1941-1942. The St. Matthews Armory is located at 113 
Sherrin Avenue in the fourth-class city of St. Matthews within Jefferson County. This two-story poured concrete building 
was designed by Louisville architect Edd R. Gregg, who designed a total of seven armories in the state between 1941-1951. 
  
The armory was completed in July of 1942, after the Headquarters Company of the 149th Infantry had departed for service 
in World War II. Upon return, the 240th Tank Company joined the 149th Infantry. In 1957, a new armory was completed in 
suburban Buechel for the expanding National Guard units in Louisville. In the early 1960s, another new armory was built at 
the Fairgrounds. By 1970, the St. Matthews Armory was outdated, because there was no land around it on which to expand 
or add a motor pool. Despite the addition of another garage bay, the building was simply not large enough to accommodate 
all of the National Guard unit's vehicles and equipment. The Guard left the building in the late 1960s, and in 1970 the ar-
mory was sold to the City of St. Matthews.  
 
In the mid-1980s, the armory was sold again - this time to Trinity High School, an all-boys Catholic high school. The build-
ing sat empty after the city bought it, so when Trinity acquired the building it needed quite a bit of renovation. 
 
 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:                   St. Matthews Armory 

The Voice Of St. Matthews, January 28, 1960 

September 29, 1960 

September 24, 1964 



Courtesy The Voice-Jeffersonian, September 15, 1966: 
 
 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:                   St. Matthews Armory 



Courtesy The Voice-Jeffersonian, October 5, 1968: 
 
 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:                   St. Matthews Armory 



Courtesy The Voice-Jeffersonian, October 5, 1968: 

 
 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:                   St. Matthews Armory 

December 28, 1968 
The Voice-Jeffersonian 

March 6, 1969 
The Voice-Jeffersonian 

May 8, 1969 
The Voice-Jeffersonian 

October 2, 1969 
The Voice-Jeffersonian 



Waggener High Alumni comments 
 
Do you remember kindergarten at Greathouse in the old St Matthews Armory? I remember you and Mary Lou Scott. I still 
have my "diploma" from there and a photograph in a paper graduation "gown." I remember Mrs. Smith and how pretty she 
was and also the tremendous 2d grade crush I had on Doris Zibart! Thanks again for the reply.  
 
Yes I sure do remember kindergarten in old armory now that you mention it...this is amazing me how much I do remem-
ber....this short term memory problem we seem to be having at the age we are now is not as bad as I thought.  Yes Doris 
was a cutie-patootie alright. Somehow the smell of white paste lingers in my mind when I think of kindergarten! I do re-
member another teacher...Mrs. Stroud, but cant remember what grade that was. (short term is kicking in again). 
 
This is Marilyn again. I am an armory kindergarten graduate too. I remember dance classes there. My staring role was as a 
cabbage in my first recital! I only went to Greathouse for three years then a lot of us went to Stivers. It was the NEW 
school. 
 
Nice to hear from a fellow member of the famed stick band at the Armory kindergarten. I don't remember a thing about 
Bobby Bell, but polio was certainly a real threat at the time. 
 

Courtesy http://www.louisvilleartdeco.com/architecture/TrinityHS/S_TrinityHS06.JPG 
 
This is one of several buildings on the Trinity High School campus. It houses the Arts & Communication Center. It was 
originally the headquarters armory for the Kentucky National Guard's 149th Infantry Regiment. It was built by the Works 
Progress Administration (WPA). The National Guard left the building in 1962 and the deed ended up going to the City of 
Louisville. Trinity acquired the building from the city in 1985 and spent $350,000 renovating it.  
Photos by Jim L. Patterson  

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:                   St. Matthews Armory 

 St. Matthews Armory construction. 
1940-11-23 - 1942-7-16 
orig. silver print 3x2 in.: Goodman-
Paxton Photographic Collection, 
1934-1942: 64M1: digitized 6-23-
2000  
Goodman, George, 1876-1961 
Created by Goodman, George, 1876
-1961 
The identification number for this 
item is KUKAV-64M1-2726. 

http://name.kdl.kyvl.org/KUKAV-64M1-2726
http://name.kdl.kyvl.org/KUKAV-64M1-2726
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 St. Matthews Armory construction. 1940-11-23 - 1942-7-16 
orig. silver print 3x2 in.: Goodman-Paxton Photographic Collection, 1934-
1942: 64M1: digitized 6-23-2000  
Goodman, George, 1876-1961 
Created by Goodman, George, 1876-1961 
The identification number for this item is KUKAV-64M1-2726. 

http://name.kdl.kyvl.org/KUKAV-64M1-2726


Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:   January 7, 1954 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:   January 7, 1954 

 
 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:                   St. Matthews Eagles 

 

 



Courtesy Business First, August 23, 2002:  
 
St. Matthews Feed & Seed is blooming with new owners and a new look.  

Located at 225 Chenoweth Lane, St. Matthews Feed & Seed now is owned by local partners Mary Ann Dallenbach and 
Catherine Davidson, who bought the decades-old gardening business from Dean Burgiss.  

Burgiss decided to sell and contacted Davidson in January about buying the business. She, in turn, called her friend and 
fellow gardener Dallenbach.  

"We are avid gardeners," Davidson said, adding they had asked Burgess some time ago to call them first when he was inter-
ested in selling. "The timing was very good for us."  

Davidson's background is in fine dining and catering, and she most recently was director of corporate catering at Ashland 
Inc. for Marriott corporate services. She is working full-time in the feed and seed store as the managing partner.  

Dallenbach is continuing her primary career in the benefits consulting business. She is vice president with J.P. Morgan/
American Century.  

Davidson declined to disclose the purchase price, but she said the purchase was financed, in part, through Bank of Louis-
ville, which was bought by Winston-Salem, N.C.-based BB&T Corp. and will change its name in mid-September.  

"We just saw such a need in the community to retain St. Matthews Feed & Seed and just an opportunity to rebuild it the way 
we would like to have a store," Dallenbach said.  

Dallenbach and Davidson say they plan to turn the business, which has been in operation for at least 80 years, into an up-
scale gardening center. The two are renovating space with the help of property owner C.R. Davis, who is leasing the space 
to the duo.  

"We are renovating the main store and then doing some renovations to the garage area," Davidson said, although she could 
not say what the cost will be because plans have not been completed.  

She said Davis is taking out a loan to pay for the renovation.  

A revamped inventory will include unusual annuals and perennials and semi-tropicals. The store also will have an expanded 
selection of gardening tools, work with loose flowers and arrangements and perhaps provide gardening furniture, Davidson 
said.  

Lunch-and-learn events featuring guest speakers also will be offered, Davidson said.  

Davidson said the store will remain open during the renovation, which is expected to be completed by the spring. She also 
said she and Dallenbach probably will need to add about two or three new employees after the expansion is finished. They 
currently have seven employees.  

In the meantime, however, St. Matthews Feed & Seed will hold a large attic and yard sale Sept. 6-7 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. to 
get rid of various odds and ends, including some 100 straw sun hats.  

Courtesy http://s3.amazonaws.com/activerain-image-store/image_store/region_images/ar117952652985007.jpg 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
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March 12, 1959 

January 18, 1962 

March 7, 1963 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:   January 7, 1954 
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September 27, 1956 

February 28, 1963 

June 15, 1967 
The Voice—Jeffersonian 



Courtesy The SMABA, Connection, February 2008: 
 
 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:                   St. Matthews Hardware 



Courtesy http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/DSCF0856a.JPG 
: 
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Courtesy The Voice, July 25, 1974, reprint article from July 14, 1949: 
 

Potato Festival Opens Wednesday 
 

W. H. Baker, publicity chairman for the Third Annual St. Matthew 
Potato Festival, announced that this year’s festival would be the big-
gest and best yet.  It begins Wednesday at 4 P.M., July 20th and con-
tinues through Saturday, July 23rd at the festival Grounds on Shel-
byville Road.  Baker said:  “It’s a family affair for a great cause and 
there will be fun for everyone.” 
 

Clowns will be present, rides for the children, free entertainment and 
fun for the grown-ups. Daredevil Don Woods will ascend in a ‘balloon 
to 1000 feet and jump out in a parachute. This will be free daily be-
tween 5 and 6 p.m. There will be truck loads of Gordon’s Potato Chips 
dropped by parachutes each evening. Around 8 p.m. each evening free 
death defying acts will be presented by the great aerial artists “The 
Lehnbechs.” “Your whole family will want to see these Dynamic dan-
gerous acts high in the air. They are spine-tingling and a thrill to see,” 
Baker said. 
 
Free entertainment Wednesday, July 20th and Thursday, July 21st, 
nights by the famous Georgia Wildcats, with Clayton McMichen on 
the bandstand. Friday, July 22nd J and Saturday, July 23rd, the Gold-
en West Cowboys, featuring their leader Pewee King will be on the 
bandstand for your entertainment. Another night feature will be a 
trained dog act, that is a top notch attraction. 
 

There will be rides, games and hundreds of prizes, so make your plans 
now to attend. The proceeds go for recreation and a community center. 
A spectacular flower show will be held Thursday, July 21st, at 2 p.m. 
You may enter any flower you wish, provided you hurry, Baker an-
nounced, because this part of the program is creating a lot of interest 
since the sponsor, The Women’s Club, announced the judges and priz-
es. 
 
The major prize will be a 1949 Buick; a live baby beef, custom cut, frozen and stored in a 6 cu. ft. locker is the second 
prize. The major prize will be drawn Saturday night. Ten other prizes will be awarded with drawings nightly. 
 

Saturday, July 23rd, will be Governor’s Day, with Gov. Earle Clements and Lt. Gov. Wetherby invited to participate in the 
festivities. A gigantic parade will be held Saturday with over 50 cars, trucks and floats. Of course, clowns and a lot of fun 
goes along with the parade. The route of the parade will be announced within the next few days. 
 
The Man-on-the-Street broadcast through WHAS, featuring the known Pete French for Strietmann Biscuit Co., will start 
Monday, July 18th in St. Matthews. Go over and appear on the broadcast daily at 2:45 p.m. 
 

Plenty of free parking space is available this year. Come early and stay late, because it’s the biggest event ever sponsored in 
St. Mat-thews. Festival Headquarters are located 
at the Y.M.C.A., 145 St. Matthews Avenue, Bel-
mont 3282. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Not part of above article: 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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April 3, 1952 

May 1, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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June 5, 1952 

 

May 29, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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June 12, 1952 

 

June 19, 1952 

June 19, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 
 
 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:           St. Matthews Potato Festival 

June 19, 1952 

 

June 26, 1952 

 

June 26, 1952 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 
 

 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:           St. Matthews Potato Festival 

October 2, 1952 

 
July 3, 1952 

July 3, 1952 

January 8, 1953 



Courtesy Sidney Eline Jr., Eline Realty Company: 

 
 
 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:           St. Matthews Potato Festival 

1951 Potato Festival, that was sponsored by Gordon Chips 

Pee Wee King and brother Stuart signing at the 191 Potato Festival.  You 
may not be able to see the Fehr’s beer can on the stage to the right of sing-

ers.  Ah, the good old days. 

Tom I. Ball is sitting in the car that was 
given away as the prize at the Potato Festi-
val in 1949.  Bud Eline is standing next to 
the car and the check was for funds raised 
from the sale of raffle tickets on the car.  I 
believe the car is a 1949 Chevy given by 
Eline Chevrolet. Co.  



Courtesy Sidney Eline Jr., Eline Realty Company: 
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Potato Festival parade on Frankfort avenue about 1950 or 1951 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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April 1, 1954 

 

April 15, 1954 



Courtesy of The Courier–Journal, 1/16/2007, As group turns 70, it awaits ruling on site’s sale. Ed-
ited article, from Al Ring collection. 

 
 
 
 
The former home of the Woman's Club of St. 
Matthews, which turns 70 this year, was com-
pleted in 1948. Who has the right to buy it is 
being disputed. (By Sam Upshaw Jr., The Cou-
rier-Journal) 
 
 
 
 
 
As the Woman's Club of St. Matthews turns 70 

this year, its members say it's a time of frustration as well as celebration. 
 

Their longtime home -- a traditional-looking red brick building with a stage that was once used for 
meetings, receptions and other events -- sits unused at 4124 Shelbyville Road, while the club awaits a 
court ruling on who has a right to buy it. 
 

The club was organized and became a part of the Kentucky Federation of Women's Clubs in 1938, 
and its building was completed in 1948. 
 

Virginia Guinn, 93, of St. Matthews, who has been in the club nearly 60 years, said members were 
"very, very proud" of the new building. "It was such an honor for me to belong," she said. 
 

In the early years, the club had a big drama program, and put on productions for members and guests, 
she said. 
 

It also had a chorus and published a monthly bulletin with 70 or 80 advertisers. A club history mark-
ing its 50th anniversary in 1988 said during World War II "every member was engaged in the war 
effort." 
 

Among its projects were equipping "a large day room for soldiers" at Bowman field and participating 
in a scrap metal drive. Guinn said members also sold U.S. Savings Bonds. 
 

It helped establish the first St. Matthews library branch and start a kindergarten program at 
Greathouse Elementary School (now City Hall on Grandview Avenue), the history says. 
 

More recently, the club also has helped girls at Maryhurst, sponsored a Waggener Traditional High 
School scholarship and helped equip a children's area at family court. The club also has held annual 
bridge marathons, chili suppers, holiday boutiques, Derby parties, "junque and jewels sales" and style 
shows and card parties. 
 

The building also was used by many community groups, Kiser said. 
 

The club's future is in limbo. Until the lawsuit is resolved, "you really can't 
make any long-term plans," she said. 
 

(NOTE: Many members of Waggener alumni attended cotillion and oth-
er events at this building all through the 1950 & 60s.) 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:            St. Matthews Woman’s Club 

javascript:NewWindow(500,700,'/apps/pbcs.dll/misc?url=/misc/zoom.pbs&Site=B2&Date=20080116&Category=ZONE02&ArtNo=801160451&Ref=V2');


Photo courtesy Richard “Dick” Bedwell (61):            The Original sears Store in St. Matthews. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                             
Courtesy of The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:              Sears 

September 10, 1959 

September 24, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, September 24, 1959: 
 

New Sears store in St. Matthews opens next Thursday, Mayor will cut ribbon 
 
The giant new Sear, Roebuck and Co. store, under construction for more than  a year, will have formal opening ceremonies 
Thursday, October 1, at 10 a.m.  Mayor Bernie Bowling of St. Matthews will cut the ribbon.   
 

The new store located at 4121 Shelbyville Road in the City of St. Matthews, will open with 300 employees, handling 30 
merchandise departments.  Mayor Bowling said that extra police have been assigned to take care of the traffic situation. 
 
The modern, two-story building of reinforced concrete was designed by Chicago architectural firm Dunlap U Eager.  Con-
tractor was H. K. Whittenburg. 
 
The store is 208 feet wide and 313 feet long, with a total store area of 113,000 square feet.  The gates area amounts to 
55,000 square feet.  The parking lot will accommodate 1,000 autos. 
 
No cost figures have been announced.  However, the best estimates are that the ground and building cost about $1,750,000. 
 
Radio and television personality Phyllis Knight is slated to act as mistress of ceremonies Thursday.  She will introduce 
Elmer C. “Pat” Weber, manager of the new store; Cyril J. Deutsch, general manager for Sears in the Falls Cities area; Sears 
vice president Gordon M. Metcalf, County Judge Bert Van Arsdale, and Mayor Bowling. 
 
Meanwhile, Sears has released the names of the top personal at its new store.  Assisting Mr. Weber will be John A. Gates, 
credit manager; Harry D. Baker, operation superintendent; Mrs. Wanda K. Thompson, personal manager, John A. Griffin, 
controller, and James C. Peterson, merchandise manager. 
 
Mr. Weber a native of St. Matthews attended Greathouse school and Manual High, where he was All-State and All-
Southern tackle on the National Championship Football team.  He also played football at the University of Louisville. 
 
Joining Sears on July 25, 1929, he managed the company’s New Albany store from 1934 until a few weeks ago when he 
was named manager of the new St. Matthews store. 
 
To accommodate the new store, Sears has widened Thierman Lane 10 feet, and installed new curbing, sidewalks, and a 
landscaped parkway.  Sears Avenue, formerly unnamed and unimproved, which lies west of the site, has been paved with 
asphalt between U.S. 60 and Oechsil Avenue. 
 
To facilitate traffic control, a deceleration median strip has been installed in Shelbyville Road, and a three-phase traffic light 
installed at the intersection of Shelbyville Road and Thierman Lane for eastbound traffic to turn into Thierman Lane. 
 
Around the building, fully sheltered perimeter walks extend the full length of the structure over the display windows and 
customer entrance on the east parking lot side. 
 
The site is landscaped with planting areas, shrubs and trees facing the south and east parking areas.  In addition, trees are 
being planted at the ends of the parking lanes.  A 12-car service station with full basement and an outdoor shrubbery and 
garden sales enclosure are attached to the main building. 
 
The store hours on opening day will be from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Regular store hours will be:  Mondays, Thursdays, and Fri-
days, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.  Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
 
Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, October 8, 1959: 
 

Sears opening is gala event 
 
They came to see and they stayed to buy! Almost everyone was there.  
 
Where?  At the opening of the new sears, Roebuck store in St. Mathews, Thursday, October 1. 
 
A party spirit prevailed outside the doors as music played over the p.a. system until the ceremonies started at 10 a.m.  Elmer 
C. “Pat” Weber, store manager; Cyril J. Deutsch, area general manager; and Gordon Metcalf, Chicago, Midwest territory 
vice president, were introduced. 
 
Then County Judge Bert Van Arsdale declared the new store a further step forward for St. Matthews, and Mayor Bernard 
Bowling called it a wonderful asset to the community and neighboring counties. 
 
With that., Mayor Bowling cut the satin ribbon, and the crowd surged through the doors. 
 

The bright, superbly equipped $2,000,000 plant showed off to its best advantage as Bermudas-clad housewives, young 
mothers with restless babies, older couples from nearby counties, and myriads of other people with varied interests in the 
new store milled around. 
 
Washers, swished and driers hummed in the home appliance department where the tentative buyer could see this projected 
purchase in operation. 
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February 25, 1960 

October 1, 1959 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, October 8, 1959: 
 

Sears opening is gala event 
 
A paint-mixing machine ground away, mixing shades and tints to order by dial, never erring in repeating a dialed color.  
The man demonstrating vacuum cleaners tried valiantly to dirty a square of new carpeting so he could show off his product.  
The coffee shop, with a picture window view of the garden shop, seemed an oasis tucked away from the store activity. 
 
In at least two departments, the rug department and the 13-car service station, this new plant is more efficiently equipped 
than other Sears stores in the area.  Downtown Sears can show only abut 75 samples of carpeting, for example, while the 
new store can show 300; and the service station, which can take care of cars while the owners shop is bigger and better 
equipped than the Louisville store, say store officials. 
 
Out is the parking lot, which has space for 1,000 cars, St. Matthews policemen helped move the crowd with efficient direc-
tion.  Running from Shelbyville Road through the parking lot from a shelter used by the Middletown and Louisville Transit 
Company busses for the discharge of passengers, is a covered walkway, boon to those escaping the vagaries of the weather.  
And covered perimeter walks extend the length of the building, again offering shelter to the shopper. 
 
Tremendous crowds were on hand Thursday, Friday, and Saturday, but no figures were available. 
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February 21, 2008  

January 25, 1962 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy of courtesy http://www.flickr.com/photos/pleasantfamilyshopping/2282372723/ 
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Photos courtesy of various Internet sites.                                 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy http://www.cityofsenecagardens.com/
surrounding_areas.htm 
  
Seneca Park  
Excess land from Louisville's purchase of Bowman Field was developed as Seneca Park, named for the famous tribe of 
American Indians.  Plans for the park were drawn by Olmstead Brothers, successor to the firm of Frederick Law 
Olmstead, the original designer of Louisville's park system. 
 

Gifts and purchases of strips of land adjoining the original tract have added 13 acres, making Seneca Park the second larg-
est park in Louisville.  Cherokee and Seneca Parks were linked in 1929 by purchase of four acres from R. S. Reynolds and 
C. K. Reynolds for $12,862. 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:             Seneca Park 

Location of the “Curve” in Seneca Park, a place where we 
“hung out.” 



Courtesy Al Ring: 
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The “Curve Area” 

The “Curve Area” 



Courtesy St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Samuel W. Thomas, 1999: 
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March 18, 1954 

December 16, 1954 

September 24, 1953 



Courtesy St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, by Samuel W. Thomas, 1999: 
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Meisner house and barn.  Now site of the Shelbyville Road Plaza.  View from 
Shelbyville Road just east of creek that borders the shopping center.  Photograph 
by Warren Kellar Frederick.  About 1940.  University of Louisville Photographic 
Archives. 

Aerial view showing Watterson Expressway before completion North of Shelbyville Road and the completed Shel-
byville Road Plaza.  By Billy Davis, 7 July 1960.  Louisville Since The Twenties, 192.  Below, 1967 photo, Billy Davis 

Collection, University of Louisville Photographic Archives. 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, November 24, 1955: 
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November 24, 1955 

 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, December 1, 1955: 
 

Shelbyville Plaza Opening Called Successful 
1,500-Car Parking Lot Crowded Most Of Day; 12 to 18 County Police Kept Traffic Moving 

 
Businessmen in the Shelbyville Road Plaza were pleased with the grand opening Thursday. 
 

“Tremendous” said James Garrett, manager of Levy Brothers. 
 

“Fabulous,” said Murry Libman of Val-U-Mart. 
 

“Very successful,” said W. H. King of Woolworth’s. 
 

“It went very smoothly and very successfully,” said William McAuley, manager of  
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December 1, 1955 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, September 20, 1956:  
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, May 5, 1960:  
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews, August 29, 1963:  
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Courtesy Google:  
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Plaza 



Courtesy Al Ring (61), June 2008: 
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Courtesy http://www.loopnet.com/
property/15077522/4600-Shelbyville-Road/ 



Courtesy The Courier-Journal, May 7, 2008, Martha Elson:  
 

Hanging it up  Landmark men’s apparel shop to close doors 
 
In the “old” days about 35 years ago, dressing up for church was a given. 
 
But today, if dad’s wearing a golf shirt to church, he can’t require his young son to wear a blazer or suit, said Ron Sanders, 
owner of Showers Boys’ & Young Men’s Shop. 
 
“That wouldn’t fly,” Sanders said one recent morning at the small “better boys clothing” retailer, an institution in down-
town St. Matthews that is scheduled to close at the end of this month. 
 
At his church, Middletown Baptist, Sanders said he’s among only about a half dozen men who still wear a suit or jacket. 
 
After 34 years of owning the shop, Sanders, 61, who lives in Anchorage, is hanging it up and ending the store’s 67-year 
history, unless someone buys it. It has been for sale for about a year, he said. 
 
His lease runs out in July at its current location, 3803 Wilmington Ave., in the Wallace Center. 
 
The store is named for its original owner, Henry Showers, who started it in 1941 on Shelbyville Road, near Plehn’s Bakery, 
where it stayed until 1989. 
 
Showers, who died in 1964, sold it in 1955, and Sanders bought it from George Venhoff in 1974. It moved to Chenoweth 
Square in 1989 and to its current location five years ago. 
 
Sanders had been a boys’ clothes buyer for Bacon’s, across Shelbyville Road from the original site near Plehn’s. 
 
Showers has become, in essence, a special-occasion shop with attire for weddings, funerals, proms, bar mitzvahs and other 
dressy events, Sanders said. 
 
He also had business over the years from Louisville Collegiate School and others that required the type of knit shirts and 
slacks he sold as part of their uniforms. 
 
“It’s made a good living for me for a lot of years, but I haven’t been pushing it for the last few years,” he said. 
 
Some of the store merchandise -- which included classic blazers, khaki pants, ties, blue oxford cloth shirts and yes, even 
Levi’s jeans -- was marked 80 percent off. 
 
Brands that Showers has carried include Cant, Nautica, LaCoste and Dockers. 
 
In its heyday, the store was known as “the Rodes of the boys’ world,” and it had as many as 15 competitors -- including 
Rodes, Lovenhart’s, Fashion Post and Lad ‘n’ Dad, Sanders said. 
 
He has refused to carry more “fashionable” and less-expensive clothes, saying stores go out of business selling what’s here 
today and gone tomorrow. 
 
“The market has become extremely casual,” Sanders said. “We’re a survivor. We’re one of the few 
that’s still going. There’s market there, but it’s not as big as it used to be.” 
 
Even he has loosened up a bit. He was wearing a sport coat and shirt, but no tie. “Two years ago, I wouldn’t have been 
caught dead without one,” he said. 
 
Showers is “such an old staple of St. Matthews,” said Sanders’ daughter, Christie Robinson of Indian Hills. People her age, 
31, whose mothers took them there, take their sons, she said. She is Sanders’ and his wife, Sherry’s, only child, and she has 
two daughters. But her dad said he has some well-dressed nephews. 
 
Real-estate broker and Chenoweth Square owner Walter Wagner, 75, said he went to Showers as a young person and has 
taken his children and grandchildren there. 
 
“We wore nice clothes,” Wagner said. “Children wore nice slacks and shirts.” Today, “it’s really a different ballgame.” His 
company now has a casual day on Fridays, “which 20 years ago I wouldn’t have even thought about.” 
 
He said Sanders “ran a great business.” 
 
Sanders used to have four or five employees, but he’s now 
down to a part-time alterations person. “It’s sad” but also a re-
lief, he said, “It’s been a good run.” 
 
By Bill Luster, The Courier-Journal, Ron Sanders, owner of 
Showers Boys & Young Men’s Shop, said in recent years the 
store has become a special-occasion shop. 
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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March 4, 1954 

Courtesy Sidney Eline, Jr., Showers Shop 



Courtesy of http://www.sportsdromeonline.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In 
op-
eration since 1947 Sportsdrome Speedway is the 
Home of Short Track Racing in the Louisville 
and Southern Indiana area.  The only asphalt 
track in Kentuckiana to feature Oval action and 
the thrill of Figure 8 Racing, Sportsdrome 
Speedway is the ultimate weekly Auto Racing 
attraction for Drivers and Fans! 
 
 
Sportsdrme Speedway is located 4 miles north of 
Louisville Kentucky at I-65 & Indiana Highway 

131.   

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:             Sportsdrome 

Sportsdrome Today 

Sportsdrome 1950 



Courtesy of Earl M. “Mason” Gary (61): 
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                 This is one of Mason’s cars. 

The Voice Of St. Matthews,  
August 4, 1960 



Courtesy of Earl M. “Mason” Gary (61): 
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Courtesy of Earl M. “Mason” Gary (61): 
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Courtesy of Earl M. “Mason” Gary (61): 
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Courtesy of Earl M. “Mason” Gary (61): 
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Courtesy Dave Westerman (61),  
From 1964, Sportsdrome figure 8 car 



Courtesy of Earl M. “Mason” Gary (61): 
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Courtesy of http://www.flylouisville.com/about/history.asp 
 

History 
The 1940s 
After World War II, community leaders began to acknowledge the tremendous potential for commercial aviation. Increas-
ing airline passenger counts left no doubt that 400-acre Bowman Field could not continue to handle the needs of air passen-
gers forever.  
 

An aerial survey during the 1937 flood pointed to an unaffected area that had the 
potential to be the home of a new airport. This survey showed a large, dry area of 
land, which was later to become Standiford Field. (The airport was named for Dr. 
Elisha David Standiford who, as a businessman and legislator, played an important 
role in Louisville transportation history and owned part of the land on which the 
airport was built.)  
 

In 1941, the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers built one, 4000-foot, north-south run-
way. However, the War Department delayed turning over the new airport to the 
community until the conclusion of World War II, as it was an integral part of both 
airfield operations and aircraft manufacturing. In fact, Curtiss-Wright and Consoli-
dated Vultee both built aircraft for the War Department at Standiford Field during 
the war. Then, in 1947, the Federal Government turned the airport over to the Air 
Board, at which time all commercial flights moved to Standiford from Bowman 
Field.  
 

Standiford Field opened for passenger business on November 15, 1947. Three air-
lines - American, Eastern, and TWA - were then handling more than 1,300 passen-
gers a week. The old Consolidated Vultee Cafeteria on the airport was used as a 
temporary terminal. For the first 2 ½ years, the airlines operated out of a World 
War II vintage barracks on the east side of the field. 
 
The 1950s 
 

Growing pains led to the construction of Lee Terminal, a new, $1 million facility 
that opened on May 25, 1950, with 42,400 square feet of space, sufficient to handle 
150,000 passengers annually. That terminal was named for Addison Lee, Jr., Air-
port Authority Chairman from 1929 to 1949. Six gates were included in the new 
terminal. The parking lot contained space for 300 vehicles. In the mid-to-late 
1950s, two interior concourses replaced fenced, open-air gate positions. In all, air 
terminal space was increased to 114,420 square feet.  
 
The 1960s and 1970s 
 

Boarding’s at Standiford increased from 600,000 a year in 1965 to almost a million 
in 1970. Due to this increase in passenger activity, 1970 and 1971 brought new 
construction and an expansion of the terminal. The main lobby was extended; a 
west concourse housing USAir facilities was completed; and a 33,000-square-foot 
Delta Air Lines concourse was built. In addition, ramps serving the USAir and Del-
ta concourses were constructed. The Federal Aviation Administration moved into 
the second control tower on Derby Day, 1971. The parking lot was increased to 
2,000 spaces, and major airfield improvements were made. 
 
The 1980s 
 
Construction of the new landside terminal began in May 1983, with the terminal 
opening June 30, 1985. The modern facility replaced a terminal building first con-
structed in the late 1940s and originally designed to accommodate 150,000 annual 
passengers. In 1985, nearly two million passengers arrived and departed Louisville 
via scheduled airline service. The entire landside terminal project cost approximate-
ly $35 million.  
 
The new landside terminal was connected temporarily to Lee Terminal until a new 
airside terminal could be completed. Standiford Field "spread a new wing" with the 
opening of the airside terminal on April 2, 1989.  
 
The future of Standiford Field changed dramatically when, in 1981, United Parcel 
Service (UPS) began a new overnight-delivery business with hub operations at Lou-
isville's airport. UPS built a 35-acre apron for parking additional aircraft and initial-
ly employed 135.  
 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:             Standiford Field 

A runway appears out of farmland 

The old Consolidated  
Vultee Cafeteria 

Lee Terminal 

Passenger Terminal 



Courtesy of http://www.flylouisville.com/about/history.asp 
 

Just as Bowman Field outgrew itself in the late 1930s, so did Standiford Field in the late 1980s. As a result, the Airport 
Authority announced an ambitious expansion plan, called the Louisville Airport Improvement Program (LAIP),  in 1988. In 
essence, the plans called for building a new airport atop the existing one, all the while continually and safely operating the 
airfield.  
 
The 1990s 
 

In 1993, low-cost carrier Southwest Airlines began service to Louisville that significantly increased passenger air travel. In 
fact, due in large part to Southwest's presence, passenger boardings increased 97.3 per cent from 1991-1999.  
 

Increased passenger activity, its ranking as a major international air cargo airport, and the Airport Authority's vision for the 
future drove a name change for Standiford Field in 1995 to Louisville International Airport.  
 
In 1998, a near total renovation of Louisville International Airport's airfield was finished. The expansion brought the open-
ing of the new east and west parallel runways, a new Kentucky Air National Guard Base, a new United States Postal Ser-
vice air mail facility, new corporate hangars, a new fixed-based operator, a four-level parking garage to handle increased 
passenger activity, and a new control tower.  
 
2000 and Beyond  
 
On September 27, 2002, Worldport, a $1.1 billion package-sorting center was opened by UPS at Louisville International 
Airport.  
 

In 2005, a $26 million, award-winning terminal renovation project was completed. Also in 2005, UPS chose Louisville for 
its heavy airfreight hub after closing the Dayton, Ohio, air hub of Menlo Worldwide Forwarding. 
  
In May 2006, UPS announced a $1 billion expansion that will increase sorting capacity over the next five years and create 
more than 5,000 additional jobs.  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:             Standiford Field 
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http://www.waymarking.com/gallery/image.aspx?f=1&guid=17256d21-a83e-4a52-9946-9aa54d8fda81&gid=3


Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

$500,000 bowling alley is planned near Center 
 

For years there has been only one bowling alley in St. Matthews—Landohr’s on Shelbyville Road near Hubbards Lane—
but before the year is out there will probably be another one worth almost $500,000. 
 

Ed J. Augustyn, of 1013 Old Cannons Lane, plans to build one between the Community Center grounds and the Shell Sta-
tion just west of the East Drive in Theatre. 
 
There will be 24 alleys and parking for 155 cars.  The building, which will be about 24,000 square feet, will cost something 
like $175,000 and the rest of the money will be for equipment and parking facilities. 
 

The building will be one floor with ceramic walls and floor.  It will have a bar, snack bar, club room, and “maybe even 
nursery,” said Augustyn. 
 
“I want to make it one of the nicest alleys in this part of the country,” he said.  “I’ve been looking 20 years and I know what 
people want.  They want something clean and comfortable. 
 

The alley will be completely automated and will have automatic machines to return the ball under the floor. 
 

Groundbreaking is expected to take place within the next two weeks, and Mr. Augustyn said he hopes to have the alley 
open by Christmas. 
 

An additional $7,000 will be spent for a sewage filtering plant.  He said he plans to connect the Community Center’s lines 
to his sewer line and pay for the connection himself. 
 
He has a 96-year lease on the property, which is owned by the Arterburn estate. 
 
Architect is Kenneth D. Mock of Fred Elswick and associates of St. Matthews. 
 
Mr. Augustyn said he hasn’t finally decided yet who the builder will be.  Nor could he name a manager.  “I’m still inter-
viewing them,” he said. 
 

Mr. Augustyn is one of the former owners of Southern Gravure which was purchased by Reynolds Metals. 
 

The alley will be named Ten Pin Lanes, which is also the name of the corporation, set up and owned by Mr. Augustyn and 
his wife, Bernice, for operation of the business.  Mr. Augustyn is president of the corporation.              July 3, 1958 
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January 8, 1959 

March 5, 1959 

March 5, 1959 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
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January 
19, 1961 

April 20, 1961 

January 7, 1960 

February 25, 
1960 

March 5, 1959 



Courtesy Pamela L. Flack Key (62): 
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Left to right:  ????, Henry Timmons, ???, ???, Gilbert Flack 

L to R:  ???, ???, ???, Gilbert Flack, ??? 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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January 4, 1962 

January 6, 1966 



Courtesy The Courier-Journal: 
 

St. Matthews bowling center to be sold 
 

BY MARTHA ELSON        SEPTEMBER 3,2008   The Courier-Journal 
 

Ten Pin Lanes bowling center in St. Matthews is expected to be sold tomorrow to S & S Family Entertainment in Hender-
sonville, Tenn. 
 
The company operates three other bowling centers in Louisville and one in New Albany. Woody Axton of Hunting Creek, 
who has owned Ten Pin for 42 years, said he expects to close on the sale tomorrow, and the center will be renovated and 
updated, with lights and music added. 
 
Axton, 66, said he and his wife, Sue, plan to move to Charlotte, N.C., where their three grown children live. 
 
The Ten Pin center, 200 Ten Pin Lane off Shelbyville Road next to the St. Matthews Community Center, will become Ten 
Pin Strike & Spare. 
 

The other local S & S bowling centers are: Executive Strike & Spare, 911 Phillips Lane; Shively Strike and Spare, 3950 
Park Drive; Fern Valley Strike & Spare, 6220 Shepherdsville Road; and Hoosier Strike & Spare, 2310 State St. in New 
Albany. 
 
S & S operates 14 centers in all, including ones in Nashville and Knoxville, according to its Web site. 
 
 
 

Courtesy http://www.waggenerhighalum.org/DSCF0847a.JPG: 
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Courtesy The Courier-Journal, September 17, 2008, by Martha Elson: 
 

Ten Pin Lanes owner sells business after 42 years 
After 42 years, Axton sells popular Ten Pin Lanes 
 
Woody Axton was 23 and had just graduated from Kentucky 
Wesleyan College in Owensboro when he came home to work at 
Ten Pin Lanes in St. Matthews. His family had just purchased 
the bowling center. 
 

Forty-two years later, Axton, 66, decided to strike a deal too. 
 

He recently sold the business to S & S Family Entertainment of 
Hendersonville, Tenn. 
 
Axton, who lives in Hunting Creek, is leaving as Ten Pin -- now 
Ten Pin Strike & Spare -- rolls toward its 50th anniversary in 
March. "I was working on a 50-year birthday party," Axton said. 
"It's tough. But it's time to go." 
 
S & S operates three other bowling centers in Louisville and one 
in New Albany, Ind. They are: Executive Strike & Spare, 911 
Phillips Lane; Shively Strike and Spare, 3950 Park Drive; Fern 
Valley Strike & Spare, 6220 Shepherdsville Road; and Hoosier 
Strike & Spare, 2310 State St. in New Albany. S & S operates 14 
centers in all. 
 
"Needless to say, we're sold on Louisville for bowling," said 
Larry Schmittou, S & S's president. "It's still the No. 1 recreational sport" in the country. 
 

Axton said Schmittou had first approached him about selling Ten Pin several years ago. 
 

Schmittou was head baseball coach and a football recruiter at Vanderbilt University in Nashville from 1968 to 1978 and 
then owned minor league baseball teams, including the Nashville Sounds, before going into the family entertainment busi-
ness. 
 

"We cater to … people that just want to have a good time," said Schmittou, who still lives in Nashville. 
 

Axton said he and his wife, Sue, plan to move to Charlotte, N.C., where their three grown children and three grandchildren 
live. 
 
At Ten Pin, which is off Shelbyville Road next to St. Matthews Community Center, some renovations are planned, but the 
center will remain open during the work. New lanes and carpeting are being put in, and new concessions equipment will be 
installed. Laser lights and music also will be added. 
 

Mary Wright of the Middletown area, who was bowling in a women's league at Ten Pin on a recent Thursday morning, said 
she didn't know what effect the sale might have. But she added, "We like the people" who are running it now. 
 
Ten Pin has "always been a family-oriented" place, Woody Axton said. "That has been one of our biggest draws." 
 
It's been the site of many birthday and anniversary parties, wedding rehearsals and even a wedding, he said. Leagues start 
for bowlers as young as age 4, and several high school teams -- including those from Trinity, Waggener and Eastern -- 
compete and practice there. 
 
"It's been a wonderful business," Axton said. "The customers are more friends than customers. My employees -- I don't 
even consider them as employees. They're friends." 
 

Gayle Hunter, who's staying on as Ten Pin manager, has been there as long as Axton, except for seven years when she left 
to be secretary of the Greater Louisville Women's Bowling Association. 
 

Her son, Dave Hunter, has worked there for 20 years, but is moving to Executive Strike & Spare to manage a new "Strike 
Zone" addition with 16 new lanes. 
 
Bowling centers like Ten Pin have seen big changes during the years Axton has been involved, Gayle Hunter said. 
 

"It used to be that the leagues were all the big things and a lot of competition," she said. "Now, it's a family entertainment 
type thing. You have to change with it." 
 

But some people "have bowled here ever since it opened," said employee Ralph Gronefeld. 
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Woody Axton was 23 and had just graduated from 
Kentucky Wesleyan College in Owensboro when he 
came home to work at Ten Pin Lanes in St. Mat-
thews. 

http://www.courier-journal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080917/ZONE02/809170562


Courtesy http://pastperfectvintage.com/louisvillestores.htm 
All photos copyright Holly Jenkins-Evans 2007, edited May, 2008 
 

The Hat Box-  A St. Matthews, Ky. Millinery shop active from 1939 - 1983 at 323 Wallace Ave.  The 
founder was Rose Schneider, and the longtime manager was Pearl Sills. The Hat Box became Whit-
ney’s Hat Box in 1983 , then Whitney’s.    
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1950s box from The Hat Box 

From a 1960s Hat, courtesy Elizabeth's 
Timeless Attire 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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December 6, 1956 

March 12, 1959 

 

September 30, 1956 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Places You Will Remember-In More Detail:             The Turntable  



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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October 14, 1954 

November 4, 1954 

March 28, 1957 

March 7, 1957 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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August 13, 1959 

September 1, 1960 

September 22, 1960 

r 

Lt. Bill Andriot, 4035 Massie Avenue, is employed with Thornbury Toys and has 
been a fireman for six years. 



October 26, 1961   

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
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August 20, 1964 



This is Thorny 

Courtesy Tom Thornbury, August 2009: 
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Thorny bucks 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Thornbury, this 
photo was in their office for 

years. 
 
 
 

12/1980 



Courtesy Tom Thornbury, August 2009: 
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From:  http://cinematreasures.org/theater/340/ 
 
The 800-seat Vogue Theater closed in 1998 after nearly sixty years as a 
movie house. 
 
Remembered by many for its 24-year run of the "The Rocky Horror Pic-
ture Show", the Vogue was the last single screen, privately-owned theater 
in Louisville. The Vogue, which specialized in independent, foreign and 
art house film, was the only theater of its kind in the city. 
 
After bleeding money for several years, the theater was finally shuttered, 
despite the support of it devotees who now visit the theater only in their 
memories. 

Photo courtesy Richard “Dick” Bedwell (61).                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos courtesy of Annie Wachtel, 
2001, note “For Rent.” 

Courtesy Sandy Thomas (60) 

December 14, 1939:  The Jef-
fersonian: 



Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                January 24, 1957  
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July 4, 1957 

 



January 21, 1960 

Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                 
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October 23, 1958 

Nay 18, 1967 



Courtesy Al Ring (61), taken June 2008                                
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Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:                November 5, 2008 
 

A marquee destination — Upscale shops thriving in Vogue Center after renovation 
 

by Steve Kaufman 
 

For nearly 60 years, the Vogue Theater was a keystone of St. Matthews, the art deco marquee dominating the 3700 block of 
Lexington Road just past the Frankfort Avenue intersection. For its last 24 years, the Vogue was the place to see “The 
Rocky Horror Picture Show.”  
 

In 1998, the 800-seat neighborhood picture show closed. The locus of St. Matthews commerce had relocated eastward to the 
two big malls and assorted strip centers on Shelbyville Road. Louisville was becoming a city of motorists who drove to the 
huge cineplexes.  
 

And that would have been the end of the story if not for the vision of Phyllis Kirwan, part of the Taylor family who owned 
Taylor Drug Stores and the land around the Vogue. She formed St. Matthews Triangle LLC with various siblings and cous-
ins and began a $3.8 million property renovation in 2005.  
 

The theater was torn down, storefront facades were updated, retail tenants were enlisted, landscaping was added and a 
charming brick walkway (called Taylor Promenade) runs from Lexington Road to the huge parking lot fronting Frankfort 
Avenue. It’s all modern and up-to-date. But the original art deco Vogue marquee remains, looming above the entrance to 
what is now Clodhoppers apparel store, a beacon for shoppers.  
 

“It has been an ideal location for us,” said jeweler Sheila Newton, owner of From the Vault, who moved into the Vogue in 
2006. “This center attracts people of all ages, from all over Louisville. We have customers from Prospect, Middletown, the 
Highlands, the South End, even Lexington. It’s convenient, has easy access from highways, a real crossroads.”  
 

Newton said she also has customers who walk from the Frankfort Avenue corridor in Crescent Hill.  
 

“That’s been the amazing thing about this center,” she said. “It has brought walking back to St. Matthews. People actually 
get out of their cars and walk around, shop, eat, stroll.”  
 

And there are plenty of shops to stroll into. In just three years, the Vogue center is bursting at the seams with From the 
Vault, Clodhoppers, Anabel’s Oriental Rugs, Dandelion (gifts and housewares), Lebliss Salon & Spa, SustainKids (eco-
friendly children’s clothes), The Peppermint Palm (fashions and home furnishings), You’re Sew Vain (personalized gifts 
and monogramming) and – one of the newest additions – The Curtain Exchange, which arrived in April 2007.  
 

“We had to pass a rigorous exam to gain entrance,” said Curtain Exchange owner Mandy Tyler. “Phyllis Kirwan has made 
smart decisions and she doesn’t add just anyone; she wants the right mix.”  
 

“I wanted to return upscale shopping to St. Matthews,” Kirwan said, “and a diverse group of retailers, with the same vision 
and formula, that complement one another.” (In addition to the boutiques, there’s the Homemade Ice Cream and Pie Kitch-
en, Stan’s Fish Sandwich Restaurant and a BB&T bank.)  
 

Tyler likes the blend of high-end merchandise aimed at the same discriminating taste levels for which her curtains are de-
signed. She also likes that the various store owners work to sustain each other.  
 

“I’m always sending people across the promenade to Anabel’s, and they send people my way,” she said “We all benefit 
from each other’s success.”  
 

Newton has an additional thought on why the center has succeeded.  
 

“We’re a group of stores largely owned by women, and that means a certain taste level, 
warmth, friendliness and attention to detail,” Newton said.  
 

Recently, the various store owners formed the Shops Around the Vogue association to 
cooperate on advertising and marketing campaigns and special events. During the Hol-
iday Walk on Friday, Nov. 7, retailers will open their doors from 6 to 9 p.m. and wel-
come in the Christmas season with food,  music and their newest lines of merchandise.  
 

It’s not just for the Vogue shops either. The entire neighborhood, on both sides of Lex-
ington Road, joins in, including House of Denim, Colonial Designs, The Lampmaker, 
Miller’s Fancy Bath and Kitchen, Poppie Design, Blink Boutique and The Nest and 
Rainbow Blossom food market.  
 

One thing the Vogue center was missing, though, was a beacon on the Frankfort Ave-
nue side of the center.  
 

“When asked for directions, I tell them, ‘look for the Vogue marquee,’ and everybody 
approaching from Lexington Road knows it,” Tyler said. “But from the other side, 
we’ve been lacking an identity.”  
 

But Kirwan said a Vogue marquee is coming soon to the other side of the center, too.  
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Waggener High School Alumni Comments: 
 
I'm guessing that Sidebottom is not on the Invite List for the reunion.  However, he might have turned into a really nice per-
son.  Not, impossible!  
 
One of my good friends in later life in Owensboro, David Haycraft, (a tennis and sailing buddy, and a really great guy) was 
the Vogue's bouncer before Sidebottom. David used to joke that he taught Sidebottom everything he knew.  Some of you 
may know David (Spider as he was know at Eastern).  He was a few years ahead of us at Eastern and was State high hurdles 
champ.  He married Mary Lou Greenbaum (I am probably wrong on that last name, but it's Green.....) from St Matthews 
also.  
 
Sidebottom, died from heart failure, many years ago. His sister Fredia still lives on Washburn Ave, in Louisville.  
 
I love hearing about Sidebottom  (first name -Marion)  and do you remember   SPARKY ?????? He scared the hell out of us 
when we took the bus to Crescent  Hill to swim )I would meet Nancy Marella there), the Vogue, the old  Woolworth's, (Bev 
Curry's Mom worked there) the Sultans (Wasn't Mike  Woodring a Sultan and Eddie Morris and also Freddie Hamil-
ton  (this was early on)  They played near Trinity all the time.  Pookman's drugstore where we got vanilla and cherry 
cokes.  Plehn's bakery.    Ratterman's.   Spent some spooky sleepovers there Lois........Ashbury Berman's  ...Mario's Piz-
za.....Twig and Leaf........Taylor's Drug...Kroger's and the old  A&P...(Dennis worked there)... Canary Cottage... and there 
was a lady who had  a small shop in the back of the Vogue theatre and she sold little dolls and  doll clothes when we were in 
grade school..( Jan Dee Broida and I were good  customers).. and who could forget the Tweed and Tartan... I used all of my  
hard earned money there!  Does anyone remember Miss Garland... the third grade teacher who died and  then Lucille 
Lapsely's (sp?) Mom finished out the year?  BUT the most  outstanding memory of all in grade school was when Brad Ar-
terburn jumped out  of the window with an umbrella to fly like Mary Poppins or was it someone in  Dr. Doolittle??  So 
many memories... Or how about the policeman    (better known then as a cop) we called consumption? 
 
Not only was Earl Zion nasty at the Vogue, he used to push all us soda jerks around at Webb's Drug Store. Mr. Webb let 
him wear a white coat like a pharmacist to impress the customers, I guess. I bailed out and got a good job at Frankel Klap-
heke in 1958, where I drove the delivery truck. Also got a major raise from $.65 to $.75/hour. Never looked back. Left my 
retirement on the table.  
  
YESSSS, the VOGUE!                        Let's see.... Friday nights and the amusing Mr. Sidebottom!!! 
 
Some of the more memorable events included: 
 
1. A quart of lightening bugs released… 
2. Three bats (flying, not baseball) released..... 
3. Smoke bombs ignited..... 
4. Cherry bombs rolled under the seats.... 
5. Whoopie cushions...... 
6. Banging on the steel emergency exit doors (guaranteed to make Mr. Sidebottom break into a sprint down the aisle.) 
7. Snoring..... 
8. Mice released..... 
9. Exhaling near the back of the person sitting in front of you after eating a raw onion...... 
10. Umbrellas opened....... 
 
Friday nights were not the time to expect to see the completion of a movie. 
 
In younger days, Saturday matinees were the attraction. I remember Billy Friedenberger was ALWAYS the first in line so 
he could claim his favorite seat: center of the first row down in front. You could see him standing at the box office at least 
two hours before the first show started. 
 
Now, the smoke bombs involved the careful placement of a product named "Genie Powder" in the ashtrays. This amazing 
product, sold at Caulfield's magic supply store downtown, was the same color as the sand in those ash urns. It was ignited 
whenever a cigarette touched it and there was no flame. But a little went a long way. A 50 cent tube was good for several 
episodes and the smoke was so thick you couldn't see the wall on the opposite side of the lobby. Made partly of Sulphur, the 
aroma was horrible! All that was required was a careful spreading of a tablespoon's worth across the sand in the urn. 
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Waggener High School Alumni Comments: 
 
As for the lightening bugs and bats, I can't claim any responsibility but I suspect I know who did those things. (Hey Bert, 
are you reading this?) 
 
But the crown jewel of all the theatre pranks I've heard about took place not at the Vogue but at the Rialto on 4th Street 
where the balcony beckoned. A can of vegetable soup was poured over the railing as the perpetrator emitted the voracious 
vocalizing associated with a sudden attack of an upset stomach. From the dark void below came the reaction of the unsus-
pecting victim: "SON OF A B____!" It required a quick and skillful exit from the premises. 
 
I firmly believe Sidebottom was put on the earth for us to terrorize, he was absolutely a statue of authority in the Vogue 
Theater. That was just what we were looking for, "A Statue of Authority We Could Bring Down" what about it Bert. 
 
Sidebottom was beautiful, a white shirt with a pocket on it and one of those plastic things in the pocket that was loaded with 
ball point pens, that leaked, and an insignia on the plastic thing from Western Auto, one of those skinny black neck ties 
hanging around his neck that soaked up the perspiration from chasing guys away from the back metal door that we pounded 
on, black slacks, white socks black lace up shoes that could never stay tied from the weight strain, and a heavy duty belt to 
hold that massive beautiful belly in his drawers, that he took so much pride in building, with beer and pizza. One large 
chrome flash light that did not work and was used for a club, if he could only catch someone, was crammed in one of his 
back pockets, putting a definite strain on that belly. He had another flash light in his left hand that would go off and on as he 
chased kids around the theater. This guy was definitely sent to earth for our entertainment, he was a porpoise, like at Sea 
World, and he had a purpose, entertainment for humans.  
 
Does anyone remember the time John and I pinned the curtains at the Vogue with a huge laundry pin? No? What? Why the 
hell did we do it? We also released bats...yeah bats...in the Vogue...hence the term, "Bats in the Voguefree..." You think I'm 
kidding huh...c'mon...let's hear some gutsy humor here....all laughs all the time, only on WNBC...Bert. 
 
It was Eddie ____ who took a gun to the Vogue. Now there is a song title. 
 
I was in Louisville this past weekend and I noticed that the old Vogue theater is being torn down. In fact, it looked like the 
whole block is going. Apparently a furniture store, other shops and eating places will be the replacements. 
 
Perhaps this has been mentioned before but I was surprised and thought I would let you know. 
 
On the other hand it appeared that there had been a little beautification going on with more flowers and some new street 
lights. Of course a lot more needs to be done to improve the appearance but then it would not be the same.   Frank  
 
Frank,  Did you strap yourself to the popcorn machine and stop the bull dozers?  I can see the headlines - Waggener Grad 
Saves Cultural Icon" )     Ray                I would have tried but it was too far gone.  
 
Frank, awww the Vogue..so many pleasant memories there on Friday nights. And the ladies room..well those of you that 
were there know what I mean...one place where we could sit and smoke and not be hassled ( wish I had never started)! Re-
member one snowy Friday night as show let out, came out and Sidebottom had some boy on the ground and beating the tar 
out of him...police and ambulance came...we abruptly left! all that blood on newly fallen snow...what a memory (ugh). That 
man was indeed not a source to be reckoned with. Betty '61 
 
Frank, Thought I should throw my two cents' worth in, even though maybe only worth one cent! 
 
My father who still lives in Louisville just faxed me an article from the Courier Journal about my former brother-in-law 
Scott Tichenor, who is moving his business from Butchertown to the site of the former Vogue Theater in St. Matthews.  The 
article did not say that the old building would be torn down, so that had not occurred to me.  I was thinking more about what 
his furniture/decorative items store would do in that spot, and whether it would be successful.  My sister and father and I do 
not have contact with Scott these days.   Phyllis '61 
 
Believe I read recently that the Vogue marquee would be saved, refurbished and put back once the new building(s) were 
finished. The building housing the Vogue was to be shelled out and reconstructed with two floors, perhaps a restaurant on 
the first, offices on the second. Drove by yesterday and saw an old sign, "Little Women Apparel" or something similar over 
the doorway of the shop just to the right of the Vogue. Siding had been pulled off to reveal the sign. Any of you girls re-
member shopping there? My sisters don't recall. 
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Waggener High School Alumni Comments: 
 
Re: Vogue Theater, Damn! Now where will we go to raise hell? 
 
If it is restored, we should all go to the opening armed with cherry bombs, lightening bugs, genie powder, and a couple of 
bats just to show this generation how to enjoy a movie.   Jim H 
 
The Vogue?  Gone?? I have had about all the progress I can stand. My memories of the Vogue are more when I was 9 or 10 
and being allowed to go on Saturday afternoons to see the "Cartoon Circus" - about an hour of real cartoons-Heckle and 
Jeckle, Looney Tunes  etc before a double feature of some kind.  Where was  Sidebottom when we were being pelted with 
JuJubes and Juicy fruits from the back row.  In HS I remember going downtown to the Rialto or to Loews more often than 
the Vogue.  Trent  '61 
 
Those are my memories of the Vogue too -- it was mostly a childhood theater, then the downtown theaters in teenage years. 
Lots of Saturdays at the Vogue as a child, a dime clutched in my sweaty little hand for admission, maybe a nickel or two for 
candy. Cartoons, the cowboy serials, sometimes some live music on stage before the show. 
 
Here's a Vogue-related memory. I was standing in line for the movies one Saturday and a little horseplay broke out among 
several boys -- I got shoved a little too hard and instinctively grabbed for that gumball machine that was on the sidewalk as I 
was going down.  Of course, it got knocked over, the glass globe broke, and gumballs went cascading all over the sidewalk. 
Most of the other kids thought it was great fun, but the shop owner or someone from the Vogue who owned the machine 
came out and he was not pleased.  I remember being embarrassed, but unrepentant because I didn't think it was my fault -- it 
was the fault of the boy who shoved me, who, of course, made himself very scarce so I could take the blame. 
  
So I guess I started out life as an accidental vandal, but it's been (mostly) uphill since then.   Bill  '61 
 
And you a former news editor of the Chit-Chat -- your news instincts deserted you! 
  
We definitely need an on-line, eyewitness news story about this calamitous event in St. Matthews' history, complete with 
photos, interviews with the mayor (Arthur Draut? How could he have let this happen?), and with a descendant of Sidebot-
tom to give his "side" of the story (if there was one). On the other hand, the thought of Sidebottom propagating is unsettling. 
Bill  '61 
 
Hey gang:    While it will never be the same, the fate of the Vogue is probably as good as we could expect. Nobody could 
run a theater there anymore. The Vogue sign will be saved, the buildings will be completely renovated and a boutique-style 
shopping district will emerge. So far, I have heard of two tenants: 1) Homemade Pie Kitchen and 2) Tichenor's Antiques 
( Scott Tichenor, '60). One building in the middle has been razed to create an inner courtyard and passageway, with shop 
fronts.    Steve '61 
 
Barb and Dale, I am not sure that I mentioned that while I was in Louisville for Thanksgiving I drove through St. Mathews 
and saw the progress on the Vogue. 
 
You will be pleased to know that it is looking probably better than it ever has. The sign is still there marking the spot but the 
whole block is bricked in with space for shops. 
 
It appeared that it should be completed in just a few months. 
 
The good news is that this whole block will look great. The bad news is that it makes the rest of St. Mathews look very bad. 
 
That is my update. Perhaps Dick on someone there can key an eye on things to see how they end up.          Frank  
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Courtesy Sandy Thomas (60) 
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Courtesy http://www.kentuckyroads.com/i-264/ 
 
The Watterson Expressway began life as the US 60 By-pass around Louisville between Shelbyville 
Road and Dixie Highway. Construction began in 1948; the road was incorporated into the interstate 
highway system in 1956. 
 

I-264 was eventually extended to Interstate 71 east of downtown Louisville, and to Interstate 64 west 
of downtown Louisville. The section between Dixie Highway (US 60/ US 31W) and Interstate 64  
west of downtown is known as the Shawnee Expressway. 
 

I-264 was completed in August 1974. Much of the route was rebuilt during the 1980s. 
 

Trivia  
• I-264 is 22.927 miles long. 
• I-264 and I-265 are contained entirely within Jefferson County. 
 

Louisville is the only city to have consecutively numbered three digit interstates: I-264 
and I-265. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy of St. Mat-
thews, The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. Thomas:  Aerial view showing Watterson Ex-
pressway before completion north of Shelbyville Road and the completed Shelbyville Road Pla-
za.  By Bill Davis, 7 July 1960.  Louisville Since The Twenties, 192. 
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Courtesy of St. Matthews, The Crossroads of Beargrass by Samuel W. Thomas:   
 
Lincoln Income Insurance Company Tower Rising between the Watterson expressway and the 
Clayton Moores’ Golden Maxim Farm, on the west side of Breckenridge Lane.  Ca. 1965, Billy 
Davis collection, University of Louisville Photographic Archives. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
View of 
com-
mercial development in place along south side of Shelbyville Road west of Watterson Express-
way by February 1967.  Across Road, East Drive-In would become site of Service Merchandise 
and Stein Mart.  Beyond, at end of Ten Pin Lane, is the community recreation center, now un-
dergoing extensive revitalization.  Billy Davis Collection, University of Louisville Photographic 
Archives.   
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Courtesy White Castle Web Site: 
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Courtesy Business First, December 13, 1996: 
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June 13, 1963 
The Voice Of St. Matthews 
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May 25, 1967 
The Voice—Jeffersonian 

 June 20, 1968 
The Voice—Jeffersonian 



                               
 

Waggener High school Alumni comments: 
 
The doctor doesn't like me to eat the things very often so I ate four double sliders 
with an order of fries just for you last night. The place was packed but the service 
was pretty fast considering the crowd. They had about 15 people working behind 
the counter. I had forgotten that they removed the stools from the front windows 
years ago. We would sit there for lunch on Saturday, watching to see who was 
going to the Vogue. Except for some of the ladies, Steve Porter and John Dobins, 
most of the people that Marilyn and I saw had hair to color of mine (assorted 
shades of white)! We left early since there were a number of people hunting park-
ing places. 
 
The old White Castle building will be razed and replaced with a new bank build-
ing. We always heard the reason White Castle left was because they couldn't do a 
drive-thru window. The bank, of course, will have a drive-thru window. Go fig-
ure. White Castle has always been tough to deal with when their long-term land 
leases run out. We lost the one at Eastern Parkway and Bardstown Road too.   
Steve  '61 
 
White Castle #9, 3609 Frankfort Avenue, was located at the west end of the pre-
sent parking lot from 1939 to 1969. It was replaced by the larger and more 
streamlined store on the corner of Chenoweth Lane. Note White Castles 5-cents.   
Dick  '61 
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October 31, 1968 
The Voice—Jeffersonian 

 



Photo courtesy Richard “Dick” Bedwell.                                 
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Courtesy of Waggener High 
School 1960-62’s Alumni—
http://



Courtesy Eclipse: 
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Courtesy Eclipse: 
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Courtesy Eclipse: 
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Courtesy The Courier-Journal, December, 31, 2008: 
 
Also see Fountain Park: 
 

Bank to tend WWII memorial, by Martha Elson 
 

After years of struggling to find volunteers to maintain the World War II monument 
at Lexington Road and Frankfort Avenue, Gary Vincent of St. Matthews has gained 
a victory. 
 

Vincent, who was recently re-elected to the St. Matthews City Council, has reached 
an agreement with Stock Yards Bank to take over responsibility for maintaining the 
site. 
 

"These guys deserve better than to let this place go down," Vincent said recently, 
referring to the names of 29 St. Matthews-area war dead inscribed on the monu-
ment. 
 

The bank, which has a branch across Lexington from the monument, got in touch 
with Vincent in the fall to express interest in keeping up the site. It plans to erect a 
small sign indicating it is the caretaker. 
 
The bank will add the maintenance to the regular work done at the bank property by 
a landscaping contractor, said Leisa Krish, the bank's marketing director. 
 

Steve Allyn of Torrance, Calif., whose father's name is on the monument, had seen photos of its run-down condition and 
wrote to St. Matthews and Louisville officials earlier this year to see if it could be kept up. 
 
Vincent also is working with attorney William Warner of Crescent Hill, who served in the Navy, to set up a nonprofit entity 
that could accept donations for long-term maintenance. 
 

The property is owned by the state. 
 

Warner, who also is an assistant Jefferson County attorney, said his father and five uncles served in the military in World 
War II. 
 

When he read a Courier-Journal story about Vincent's efforts, he wanted to help, he said. 
 

The bank's participation is "just fabulous," he said, and "gives us some breathing room … until we can get our feet on the 
ground." 
 
Courtesy Al Ring, August 2009: 
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Courtesy Al Ring, August 2009: 
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Courtesy of the Zachary Taylor National Cemetery: 
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Courtesy of the Zachary Taylor National Cemetery: 
 

ZACHARY TAYLOR NATIONAL CEMETERY 
 

Zachary Taylor National Cemetery is the final resting place for veterans, their spouses and dependents. The cemetery is 
named for Zachary Taylor, who served as President of the United States from 1849 to 1850. 
 

PRESIDENT ZACHARY TAYLOR 
 

Zachary Taylor was born in Orange County, Virginia on November 24, 1784. He was less than a year old when his family 
moved to Kentucky. His father, Colonel Richard Taylor, had received land in Kentucky for his service in the Revolutionary 
War. Zachary grew to adulthood on the family farm, known as “Springfield”, located in eastern Jefferson County. He did 
not receive a formal education, but studied under tutors and gained practical knowledge by working on the farm. He spent 
most of his adult life in military service, where he distinguished himself in the War of 1812, the Black Hawk War (1832), 
the Seminole Conflict (1837), and the War with Mexico (1846-1848). It was General Taylor’s victory at the Battle of 
Buena Vista (1847) during the Mexican war that propelled him into national prominence. “Old Rough and Ready” was not 
experienced in political matters, but the Whig Party chose him to run for President in 1848, and he reluctantly accepted. He 
was elected overwhelmingly as the 12th President of the United States, and took the oath of office on March 5, 1849. 
 

President Taylor’s term was of short duration. He died in office on July 9, 1850, after serving as President for only 16 
months. He was originally entombed in the receiving vault at Congressional Cemetery, Washington DC before being re-
turned to the Taylor home. There he was interred in a tomb on the family burial ground. Sixty-six members of the Taylor 
family, including Colonel Richard Taylor, and Zachary’s mother, Sarah Strother Taylor are buried in this 1/2 acre lot. The 
lot is located within the boundaries of the national cemetery, but owned by heirs of the Taylor family. 
 

CEMETERY HISTORY 
 

President Taylor and his wife, Margaret Smith Taylor (d. 1852) were transferred from the tomb in 1926 and placed in a 
limestone mausoleum built by the federal government. Adjacent to the mausoleum is a granite shaft surmounted by a mar-
ble figure of President Taylor that was erected by the Commonwealth of Kentucky in 1883. This area was designated as a 
national cemetery in 1925, and in 1927 the state donated S acres to the federal government for the cemetery. An additional 
donation of land from the state in 1928 increased the size of the national cemetery to its present total of 16.5 acres. The 
cemetery was officially named Zachary Taylor National Cemetery in 1928, and is now managed by the National Cemetery 
System of the Department of Veterans Affairs. 
 

The newly established national cemetery had only 286 interments by the end of 1938. However, activity at the cemetery 
increased during and after World War II and Korea, when decedents from overseas were returned to the states for burial. 
Many of these individuals, because of the circumstances of their deaths, could not be identified for individual burials. These 
honored dead were interred as group burials in common graves. The cemetery has 621 graves of this type, containing the 
remains of 1~88 individuals. 
 
Demand for grave sites at the cemetery continued through the late 1940’s and 50’s. By 1960 the cemetery no longer had 
sites available, except for eligible family members of individuals already interred in the cemetery and for the burial of cre-
mated remains. The cemetery remained in this status until 1969, when a portion of Section D, along the main road, was 
developed to bury casualties from Vietnam. These sites were used quickly, and the cemetery subsequently closed to the 
burial of casket size remains. 
 

The cemetery was in the path of a powerful tornado that struck Louisville and the surrounding area on April 3, 1974. Ap-
proximately forty trees in the cemetery, including large pin oaks, maples and pines were uprooted and damaged by the se-
vere winds. The job of removing frees and debris from the cemetery took several weeks, and the task of planting replace-
ment trees was completed two years later. 
 
Alter the completion of a grave site development project in July 1985 an additional 1,600 graves were made available to 
veterans and their families. The cemetery reopened for new burials, but the additional sites were filled by March 1989. 
Grave sites were later developed in Sections E, F and H, and the cemetery opened again from December 1991 to August 
1992. Burials are now limited to the spouse or eligible child of a family member buried in the cemetery. 
 
There are 12,900 individuals interred in the cemetery, including veterans of the Civil War, Spanish-American War, World 
Wars I and II, the Korean Conflict, the Vietnam War and the Persian Gulf War. 
 

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS 
 

Two recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor, Sergeant Willie Sandlin, US Army, and Sergeant John C. Squires, US 
Army, are also buried in the cemetery. 
 
Sgt. Sandlin received the Congressional Medal of Honor from General John J. Pershing for his conspicuous gallantry at 
Bois De Forges, France. On September 26, 1918, Sgt. Sandlin, armed with a pistol and grenade, advanced alone on an ene-
my machine gun nest and killed the crew. Later in the day he attacked and put out of commission two other machine gun 
nests. He accounted for the deaths of 24 German soldiers and at one point used an enemy’s bayonet to kill two soldiers who 
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had escaped his grenades. At the time he made the attack Sgt. Sandlin was suffering from a grenade wound in the head and 
a shell fragment wound in the leg. Sgt. Sandlin, from Hyden, Kentucky was the only Kentucky resident to return from WW 
I wearing the country’s most prestigious combat award. He is buried in Section E, Grave 10-A. 
 
Sgt. Squires distinguished himself during his company’s attack on enemy positions near Padiglione, Italy on April 23 and 
24, 1944. Participating in his first offensive action, he braved intense artillery and mortar fire to investigate the effects of an 
antitank mine explosion on the leading platoon. Acting without orders, he reconnoitered a new route of advance organized 
his comrades and led them forward. They established an outpost that was counterattacked three times and each time Sgt. 
Squires returned fire and inflicted numerous casualties on the enemy. After these fights, he moved to the south of the out-
post and engaged 21 German soldiers in individual machine-gun duels at point-blank range. He forced them to surrender 
and used their weapons the next night to kill three enemy soldiers. Sgt. Squires, who was from Louisville, Kentucky, died 
in a succeeding action. He is buried in Section A, Grave 1359. 
 
MEMORIALS 
 
The cemetery has a Memorial Section located adjacent to the administration building. This section contains markers with 
the inscribed names of individuals whose remains were not recovered or identified. In this same area is a monument dedi-
cated to the memory of 37 men from Company U, 291st Infantry Regiment, 75th Division, who were killed in action during 
WW II. 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
During the Memorial Day weekend hundreds of people visit the cemetery to reflect on the lives of those who died to secure 
freedom for others. Traditionally, the scouts decorate each grave with a small American flag, and the “Avenue of Flags” is 
displayed along the main road. The local veterans organizations sponsor a Memorial Day program on Monday of the three 
day weekend to observe this national holiday. 
 

A wreath laying ceremony is conducted every year on November 24th in recognition of President Taylor’s birthday. The 
Commanding General from the US Army Armor Center & Fort Knox, Fort Knox, KY places a wreath at the entrance of the 
mausoleum to signify our nation’s gratitude for President Taylor’s years of faithful service. 
 
 

Facts: 
 

Zachary Taylor arrived In Louisville at the age of 8 months. 
 
He was raised at “Springfield” and buried in his family’s cemetery which is now part of the Zachary Taylor National Ceme-
tery. 
 

Taylor married Margaret Mackall Smith, a genteel woman of Maryland society in Jefferson County. They had five daugh-
ters and one son, four of whom lived to adulthood. 
 
Taylor’s daughter Sarah Knox married Jefferson Davis in a home off Brownsboro Road in Louisville. 
 
In 1819, he served as an aide to General Andrew Jackson and President Monroe. 
 
Abraham Lincoln and Jefferson Davis served under General Taylor. 
 
U.S. Grant and Robert E. Lee were with Taylor in Mexico. 
 
100,000 spectators reputedly turned out for his funeral in Washington. Abraham Lincoln gave a Eulogy at a service held a 
few weeks after Zachary’s death. He said: 
 

In General Taylor’s general public relation to his country, what will strongly impress a close obserier was 
his unostentatious, self sacrificing, long enduring devotion to his duty He indulged in no recreations, he 
visited no public places seeking applause, but quietly, as the earth in its orbit, he was always at his post 
Along our whole Indian Frontier; through summer and winter; in sunshine and in storm, like a sleepless 
sentinel, he has watched while we have slept for forty long years. How well he might say... “I have done my 
duty I am ready to go.” 

 
The Life and Public Service of General Zachary Taylor; “An Address by Abraham Lincoln”, Houghton Mifflin Company, 
Riverside Press, Cambridge, 1922. pgs. 51, 52. 
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